XII.

THE VERDICT.

ALL Paris was in expectation, May 29, 1786,
when the assembled Parliament was at last
about to render its judgment. In the night between
the 29th and the 30th, the prisoners were transferred
from the Bastille to the Conciergerie. Who would
have said that the moment when the illegitimate de-
scendant of the Valois was entering this fatal place,
that seven years later, the legitimate daughter of the
German Csesars, the Queen of France and Navarre,
would also cross the threshold of this prison ?

May 30, the Parliament opened its morning sitting,
and the persons accused were introduced in turn.
The first to appear was Madame de La Motte, who
could not restrain a movement of horror on seeing
the final preparations. Then she cast a bold glance
upon the judges, and persisting in her plan of de-
fence, she denied everything.

Then came the Cardinal's turn. The President,
d'Aligre, had the stool of repentance removed. The
Grand Almoner wore a long violet robe, the mourn-
ing dress of cardinals. His stockings and his cap
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